
What's Wrong with Judging Others?  
Matthew 7: 1 -5, Ephesians 4: 1 -3, Galatians 6: 1 -10  

 
One of the most serious problems everyone experiences, without exception is the 

problem of judging others, we run into it everywhere. 

 

It shatters and cripples our marriages, it drives wedges between the best of friends, and 

it will split a church 1000 different directions. By simply judging others.  

 

If we are the judge, or we are the one being judged we usually react very strong 

something like this:  

The Bible tells you not to judge, and you are judging me.  

If we are the judge, or the one finding the fault and we hear someone say you're judging me, 
                 we usually answer:  
        By their fruits you shall know them, I am just a fruit inspector.  
 
Judging is one of the most dangerous things in all the world. And there are 4 reasons why:   

 

1. Once you start judging others it becomes a habit, a self-appointed judge.  

2. We use it as a justification for our own failures. 

a. We think if we can pick someone else to pieces it makes us look better in the 

process. Proverbs 18: 13  

3. We get to the place in the world where we are the only one that is right, everyone 

else is out of step but us.  

4. You make a fool of yourself; you can get on something until it blinds you to 

everything that is right and good, and all you see is that which is wrong. 

 

              Today, let's address ourselves to the issue of judging others. The Bible has much to say 

about judging, both pro and con, positive and negative.  

Matthew 7: 1 -5, The Bible speaks very strongly about judging. 211 times in the New Testament 

the word judge is translated.  

And the literal interpretation of the word judge in the New Testament means “to play God”, 

and most of us when we judge are playing God.  

1. Because we judge on issues, we do not know all the facts.  

2. We judge on speculation.  

3. We judge on the basis of how we feel, or what we've done, or have not done.  

4. And we draw conclusion about other people, most of which are just not right.  

 



Keep in mind it was Jesus who said, “The same way you judge others, I'm going to judge 

you.” 

 

Don't judge, don't play God, you are not equipped to do it. Only 2 points to the message 

tonight.   

 

I. Only 3 situations in which it's right for a Christian to judge.  

1. When is it right? Is it ever right for a Christian to judge?  

2. Of the 3 times its right to judge, the 1st to has to do with the church. The other 

has to do with you.  

3. First, we have to judge those that live in open continual sexual sin.  

4. We have grown accustomed to people living in sexual sins even in the church.  

a. We are surrounded with it everywhere, TV, movies, books ...  

b. People talk about it almost to boast and brag, on the job, we have grown 

accustomed to it, it's all around us.  

c. But God has not changed his mind about it.  

5. 1 Corinthians 5: 1, Leviticus 18: 1, Deuteronomy 22: 30  

a. In 1 Corinthians the church was proud about it, excusing it.  

b. We even have homosexual priests and leaders in the church now.  

c. But notice what God said in verses 3-5, withdraw fellowship. In verses 7 -13, 

purge it out. We have a responsibility before God to keep the church 

membership clean!  

6. Notice, how we should act toward those living in sexual sins outside the church. 

a. The same way Jesus did, in John 8:1-11. Love, mercy, grace, we are not to be 

a super self-righteous people, not a vigilante committee. 

b. If some one is living in sexual sins, according to the Bible, approach them in 

love, with a broken heart. 

7. How long since a church has acted to discipline its members. 

8. Second, when is it right to judge people? 1 Corinthians 6: 1 -8, the church is to 

judge disputes between believers, I have never heard of this. 

a. We usually go to courts of law, unbelievers.  

b. Before we take a brother to court, we should be willing to suffer loss 

ourselves.  

9. How about divorce cases? What should we do 1st?  

a. I wonder what would happen if both parties came to a group of spiritual men 

to help 1st.  

10. 3rd, when is it right when we can judge? Up till now the individual Christian has 

not been able to judge, only as a body, the church.  

11. 1 Corinthians 11: 27 -32, here is the only time when it's right for you to judge, 

judge yourself!  



a. If we as Christians would spend more time judging ourselves, instead of 

others, we all would be a lot better off.  

b. Of all the couples I have talked to, none have ever said the problem with us is 

me, always judging the other. 

12. Now this is when it's right to judge others.  

a. Open sexual sins, church members only.  

b. Disputes between believers, church members only.  

c. Christians are to judge themselves.  

 

II. Now when is it wrong to judge others?  

1. When you evaluate one spiritually based on outward religious 

observances, it is wrong.  

a. When you judge me spiritually by how I am conducting myself in 

spiritual ways, you are wrong.  

b. Colossians 2: 16, Romans 14: 1 -10  

c. Now, I'm not talking about doctrine, I'm speaking about other issues.  

1) We may not agree, but we're not to criticize.  

2) The days of worship, music, hair, dress. 

2. You don't draw conclusions based on outward appearances. John 7: 24, 

James 2: 1 -4  

a. you don't judge the inside by the basis of the outside.  

b. Don't judge by dress, make sure the body is covered. We don't need a 

bunch of rules in our church!  

3. You don't condemn someone without learning all the facts. John 7: 50 -51  

a. This is the most common mistake of all.  

b. About 99% of what we say about other people, we do not know for 

sure what we're talking about.  

4. It's wrong to make judgments that show no mercy. James 2: 12 -13  

a. at church  

b. at home  

5. When things others do bothers you, you're probably guilty of the same 

things. Romans 2: 21  

a. Husband accused wife of being flirty, he was guilty himself.  

b. Guilty and thought, word, or deed.  

 

III. Closing with four statements  

1. The Bible tells you not to judge anybody.  

2. When we judge someone our judgment deals with motives. We do not 

know motives, and generally when we judge another's motives, we are 

wrong.  



3. Such judgment does not belong to us, it belongs to the Lord only. It's not 

our affairs, it's God’s. 

a. I know why she dresses like she does.  

b. I know why she dyed her hair, no you don't.  

4. When I judge, it violates God's program for the world. John 3: 16  

a. The number one thing with God is love.  

b. Most of our judging is condemning not loving.  

c. I am to love, lift, help not to hinder.  

5. When is it right? When is it wrong? God help us not to be self-appointed 

judges.   

 

 

 


