
What Lot Chose 

Genesis 13:10-18; 19:1-8; 1 Peter 2:4-8 

 

1. This is the subject that grieves the Heart of God. 

“Backsliding…I want to look at the life of Lot and learn several things from his life. 

2. Have you ever stopped to think just what it is you must do to backslide? 

a. You don’t have to get drunk…yet more alcohol sold this time of the year. 

b. You don’t have to commit adultery 

c. You don’t have to see X rated movies, real filthy books. 

d. You don’t have to smoke marijuana, cuss. 

3. Just what do you have to do to backslide?  What is backsliding? 

4. Backsliding is lessening your love for the Savior, his word, prayer, church, witnessing, 

giving, and some of us are guilty of these things. 

a. If you were ever closer to the Lord than you are now you are backslidden. 

b. Just the very subject ought to teach us two things. 

1) Don’t judge others as to there salvation. 1 Samuel 16:7; Matthew 7:1; Samson, 

David, Peter. God looks on the heart. 

2) Take care about our own life. 1 Corinthians 10:12; Proverbs 16:18. 

c. Where does backsliding take place? 

d. We see the crowd in the world doing the things of the world. Some of them are our 

church members. We say they are backslidden. True. Peter warmed himself with the 

world’s fire. 

e. Did going to the places of the world make them backslide? No, that is the result of 

backsliding not the cause. 

5. People backslide in Church. 

a. Do you know who is tempted to backslide more than any other member of this 

church?   The best of the membership. 

6. Have you ever heard of somebody falling into sin?  You say, “I just can’t believe it.” 

a. I can’t believe they did that, preacher, deacon, piano player, bus director and full-

time workers wife.  

b. We get it in our minds some time that the good folks, the leaders, just don’t go 

astray. 

7. But these are the people Satan works on, ask Peter. Luke 22:31 

a. Reason why a lot of folks have a hard time living for God, Satan knows what they can 

do. 

8. Let’s look at Lot…. if it were not for 2 Peter, we would have a hard time believing Lot 

was a saved man.   Genesis 19:1-8 

a. Lot lost his priorities. He has none now. Leaders of great companies have no goal in 

this life. 



b. His convictions are gone. Here take my girls. 

c. His standards are forgotten. 

d. His love has faded, and if it was not for 2 Peter, we would say he was not a saved 

man, but he was. 

2 Peter 2:8. Only the saved, born again are called righteous. 

9. As we look back on Lots life. He had no altar.  A dangerous thing for anybody. 

a. This is one thing we read about Abraham over and over….and he built an altar unto 

God. 

b. In our age we would say Lot had no prayer time. No quiet time with the Lord. 

10.  No altar, no prayer life, means there was no place to judge matter in the light of 

Calvary. No place to discern what’s right and what’s wrong. 

a. And this is the reason why there are so many bad and wrong decisions made today. 

11. Lot’s backsliding began as little things in his life. Always begins in the heart, before the 

outward signs come. 

a. Jealousy, strife, envy 

 

I. Lot Was Weak in His Devotions.   Genesis 13:5 

1. Lot was weak in his devotions. This is where all his problems were. Not in 

Sodom, but in his prayer life. 

2. Lot’s problems began when he was running with the right people…the 

best people. 

3. Began when he was well respected and well received by all. Up until 

Genesis 13 with Abraham, Father of our Faith. 

4. Lot’s problems began when he was being blessed material, financially, 

physically, and spiritually. 

5. How many times have we seen this in our world in our lifetime?  

a. People began with nothing, God blesses. Then there seems to come a 

coldness of spirit. 

b. Happened many a time in the Bible. 

1) Noah, after the flood. 

2) Abraham, in Egypt. 

3) David and Bathsheba 

4) Samson with Delilah 

5) God blessed all these men and they forgot the blessings and 

turned their backs on God. 

6. Parents have lost their children through a backslidden tongue. They could 

not control. 

a. Too much fault finding. 

b. Backbiting in the Church. This is wrong that is wrong, the preacher 

ought to do this or should do that. 



c. In a survey taken from 20 young adults. Only 2 out of 20 wanted to be 

like their parents. Check yourself out, Mom and Dad. 

7. Lot’s problems all began with his secret life. His time alone with the Lord. 

a. Genesis 19:27; look at Abraham’s life. 

b. Matthew 6:1-6; the secret life…. It’s what God blesses. 

8. Lot was living for things…. flocks, herds, and tents. Things. 

a. When it came time for Lot to decide where to pitch his tent, he chose 

Sodom. A good place to raise cattle, not children. He was concerned 

with things: flocks, herds and tents. 

b. Sad, but I know a lot of Baptist people, good people, the best here 

this morning show more concern about things, than how their kids 

turn out. 

9. It was Lot’s choice. It was what he wanted. 

a. I know of women who give up their home for things. 

b. Men who have lost their family and home for things. 

c. Children who have torn out their mom and dad’s hearts, for things. 

10. If a person is strong in their devotions, they will have the right: 

a. Values of life. 

b. Make the right decisions in this life. 

 

II. He Was Worldly in His Desires.    Genesis 13:10 

1. If you set your goal on flocks, herds, and tents…. the only thing that will 

please you is more flocks, herds and tents. 

Millionaires want just a little more. 

2. Abraham said no reason to fuss. Vs. 8. Abraham had a right spirit, a giant 

for God. 

3. Gave Lot his choice. Genesis 13:10. Lot lifted his eyes. Lust of the eyes got 

him. David looked on Bathsheba 

a. When things are your goal, it is hard not to let your eyes get involved. 

b. If it is spiritual the heart makes the decision, not the eyes.  Moses is a 

good example. Hebrews 11:24-25 

c. Worldly things the eyes decide. Eve saw, Achan saw, I saw, I sinned. 

David saw. 

d. Your eyes will never let you make the right decision. 

4. Lot saw the plain of Jordan. “That it was well watered.” Vs. 10 

a. You don’t need well-watered plains to raise kids. 

b. You don’t need herds, flocks, and tents to have a home. 

c. More couples in courts today, because of too many things. 

5. We are living in an age when we judge everything by what we see. By 

what people have. What we can get. 2 Corinthians 4:18 

a. Base God’s will on the dollar sign. 



6. Some of us are living today with this world in view and not heaven or 

eternity. 

7. If it were not for herds, flocks and tents we would have over 100 in 

church next week. Over or at least this many in church tonight. 

Amen Bro. Adams!!! 

 

III. Wrong Decisions   Genesis 19 

1. Lot chose and he chose everything based on herds, flocks and tents. 

2. And he lost everything. Great for a while. 

a. Lost his fame…. he was somebody in Sodom. 

b. Lost his herds, flocks and tents. 

c. Lost his family…some burned in Sodom, his wife turned into a pillar of 

salt. Lost his daughters, what a sin. 

d. Lost his town, his city.  Could not find 10 saved people. 

3. I wonder have you seen yourself in Lot’s life.  He went astray while in 

church. 

4. If you’re here and have said or done anything that might cause your 

family to go astray. Your children!!! I would do anything and everything 

to make it right. Come back to God. Now is the time. 1 John 1:9 

 


