
The Bible and the Believer 
1 Peter 1:22-2:3 

 
It is a law of life, as a thing grows the more useful it becomes. It is true in the realm of 

nature. A fruit tree that is wrong and immature, bears small and little fruit. It is true in 

the human realm; a small child is unable to do the work of a man or woman. It is also 

true in the Spiritual realm. 

 

1. It is true, God can and does use young and immature Christians in His service. 

2. But it should be the goal of every saved person to be brought into a spiritual 

condition whereby God can get out of us all He desires to get out of us. That He can 

do through us all He originally intended to do through us. 

a. Girl in the kitchen…. only as she grows can her mother turn the whole kitchen 

over to her. 

b. Boy learning the trade of his father, same is true here. 

3. I want you to know, it is God’s desire for every saved person here to be fully grown 

in the Lord. 

a. Here is the sin of the thing. God has a blueprint, a pattern of what He wants our 

life to be (The potter and the clay) and for many of us when we get to heaven 

the building will be incomplete. 

             The Bible is the only source of a Christian’s growth. When a person is saved, he receives 

a new nature. (God’s nature, 2 Corinthians 5:17) The old nature does not die or go away, so if a 

Christian is to grow, he must feed the new nature……How? 

             1 Peter 2:2; 2 Timothy 3:16-17…The Bible must have its proper place in your life if you 

are to be useful to and for God.   1 Peter 2:2 

             Let me show you some old saying I have heard concerning the Bible…God’s Word. 

1. You are only as close to God as you are to His Word. 

2. God’s will is never contrary to His Word. 

3. This Book will keep you from sin or sin will keep you from this Book. 

 

Notice Now the Bible and the Believer 

 

I. The Word of God is the Dynamic of the Christians Life. 

It is the life source, the energizing source, they dynamo, that which gives life to 

the believer.  

1. 1 Peter 1:23; The Bible is the seed which is sown in the life of the listener and 

as the Spirit of God quickens that seed life springs up. 2 Peter 1:4; James 

1:18; Matthew 13:1-8; 18-23; Parable of the sower. 



2. The Holy Spirit does not operate apart from the Word of God…. vs. 22. 

“Obeying the truth through the Spirit. 

3. First, is the Dynamic because of the Person of the Word. vs. 23 & 25. Word of 

God. Word of the Lord. 

a. It means the Lord is the source of the word. A Word which comes from 

God, not man. 2 Peter 1:20-21, every time we open this Book it is God 

speaking…. Know this. 

b. It means the Lord is the subject of the Book…This Book is from God, 

about God. 

4. Second, it is Dynamic in its Power. Romans 1:16, Hebrews 4:12. The word of 

God has many powers, but I want us to look at two. 

a. This Book has power to give life. Vs. 23. You can preach anything you 

want, if you want, and nothing but the Word of God can bring life, save 

souls. 

b. vs. 22, It has power to bring love. 

c. The Word can bring life and love, but only as we obey the truth of it. No 

life, no love, you are not obeying the Word. 

5. Third, it is Dynamic in its Permanence, vs. 23, 25, “liveth and abideth 

forever.” 

a. What is found in the pages of this book is what man needs today. Men 

may change outwardly but never inwardly, still sinners…. problems. 

6. The Bible gives life, and there will be a deadness about your life, unless you 

give the Word of God its proper place. 

 

II. The Bible is to be the Diet of the Christian Life.  1 Peter 2:1-2 

1. Word wherefore refers to other verses, because of being saved. 

2. If a believer is to grow, he must feed himself on the Word of God. 

3. He does not say we are to witness and grow, not even pray and grow, but 

study and grow. Then as we grow, we witness. We visit, give and are faithful. 

4. Notice something, there is a moral qualification for studying the Word of 

God. 

a. Most of the time we are concerned with the intellectual qualifications. 

b. People ask, seek to know techniques, steps and outlines. 

c. The thing Peter is interested in is the moral qualifications. Not how smart, 

how much you can memorize, but how is your heart. 

d. So, if you do not or can not understand the Bible, you are either lost, or 

your morals are not right with God and the Bible stays a closed book. 

5. Vs. 2, we must desire the word, and in vs. 1. He lists the things that kill the 

desire in life of the believer to study. 

a. Vs. 1, laying aside, removing an old garment, taking off. 

6. All malice…. kills your desire. 



a. Ill will toward another. 

b. Spitefulness 

c. Harmful thoughts of feelings toward another. 

d. Taking pleasure in seeing another suffer.  Titus 3:2-3; Ephesians 4:31-32 


