
Salvation and Baptism  

Matthew 28: 18-20 

 

If there were two main doctrines in the Bible, I feel they would be salvation and baptism. 

The reason being, the Bible says until a lost person is saved, he is nothing to God. God does not 

know him. Matthew 7:21. And until a saved person is baptized, he cannot be obedient in 

another area.  So, salvation and baptism are very important to us as believers. 

At the very start of the message today, I ask you to do this for me, dismiss all prejudices, all 

family relations, all sentiment and all traditions and see what “Thus saith the Lord.” 

Why would I tell you to forget everything you know about salvation and baptism? 

1. Truth is sometimes we let tradition, and family relations override the Word of God. 

a. Really, is that right? 

b. Let me ask you, does any body sprinkle today for baptism? Yes. Why? It is not taught 

in the Bible. 

c. Let me ask, do people have their newborn babies baptized? Yes. Why? It’s not found 

in the Bible. 

d. Let me ask you, do some people baptize for the dead? Sure, they do. But it is not 

found in the Bible. 

2. Some of the greatest deceived people in the world are those who have a false hope of 

salvation because of baptism as a child. 

3. I feel the most important thing you can do is to see and know the difference between 

salvation and baptism. 

 

I. Baptism Is Part of the Great Commission.  Matthew 28:19  

1. We need to teach it & practice it. Jesus said so. 

2. My duty as a Pastor and your duty as a teacher is to encourage new converts to 

be baptized. Matthew 3:16-17 

 

II. Bible Emphatically Denies Baptism Essential for Salvation. 

1. Paul, the greatest preacher who ever lived said in 1 Corinthians 1:14-18, if 

Baptism were necessary, Paul would have never made this statement. 

2. It is the blood of Christ that cleanses from sin, not the waters of baptism.  

a. 1 John 1:7; Leviticus 17:11; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Ephesians 1:7; 2:13; Colossians 

1:14, 20; Hebrews 9:22, 10:19 

b. Not the water, but the blood that saves 



3. Baptism is the 1st commandment given by Christ to new converts, after being 

saved. 

a. Something wrong here if a person comes into contact with the saving 

blood in the Baptismal waters…. Cornelius already had the Spirit when he 

was baptized. Acts 10:47-48 

b. J.C. Penny 

 

III. Gospel is the Power of God unto Salvation.   Romans 1:16 

1. Baptism is not part of the Gospel.  1 Corinthians 15:1-4  

2. Salvation is in the Cross.  1 Corinthians 1:18 

3. Water Jesus spoke of here was not baptism but birth. John 3:3-7 

4. Thief was saved but was never baptized no chance of good works, no 

communion, hands and feet nailed 

a. Just faith and trust in Christ Jesus. 

b. Ephesians 2:8-9  

 

IV. Baptism is for Believers Only, Not Sinners. 

1. Acts 8:35-38; He had to believe before baptism; Acts 16:30-33, believe, then be 

baptized, Acts 18:8 

2. Baptism is not for Infants. Acts 2:41 

a. This excludes immature babies because they cannot repent and believe. 

b. There is not one example of it in the Bible. 

c. If we baptized babies, it would remove the freedom of choice and will. 

d. Salvation is a choice and you and you alone can choose or refuse to be saved. 

Romans 10:9-13 

 

V. Baptism Shows Identity with Christ. 

1. Romans 6:4-6; our identification; our uniform. (an engagement or wedding ring) 

2. It is scripture of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, and we are 

identifying ourselves with Christ. 

3. Word “Baptizo” means to immerse, cover with water. 

a. Matthew 3:13-17, Jesus set the example. 

 

VI. Baptism is the answer of a good conscience toward God. 

• Salvation by faith in the shed blood…. Saves the Soul. 

• Baptism by immersion in water…. Saves the Conscience. 

• Saved by grace, through faith in Christ Jesus makes you a member of 

God’s family. 

• Baptism by immersion make you a member of the church. Acts 2:41 

 



VII. Closing 

1. There is a difference between salvation and baptism. 

a. Both are necessary 

b. It is dangerous to confuse the two. 

2. The invitation this morning is to those of you who need to be saved.  You come. 

Those of you who need to be baptized. You come. 

3. A note to those of you who have small babies. 

You dedicate yourself to raise your children in Church and God will take care of 

the rest. 


