
Necessary Losses 

 

Leaving -  Losing -  Letting Go    

Genesis 12:1,  17:18,  22:2   

“Losing is a necessary part of living”. We grow up by giving up. 

When we think of loss = we usually think of loss through death 

Not all losses are tragic. Loss can be a promotion rather than an interruption.  “The road to 

maturity is paved with renunciation.  

    Hebrews 11:24-25  -   Moses – a choosing and a refusing. 

We must leave our childhood to enter our adulthood.  1 Corinthians 13:11 

We must let go of illusions if we are to grasp reality 

A man must leave his father and mother and cleave unto his wife. Ephesians 5:31 

“You can’t cleave if you don’t leave” 

“We leave home to make a home” 

The life of Abraham teaches by faith we must let go in order to take hold. 

To live out the purpose of God, he had to incur necessary losses, leaving, losing and letting go. 

1. A Land to Leave   Genesis 12:1-4 

a. Leaving the land meant that Abraham was to abandon all natural roots.  

1) To detangle himself from any and all present ties. 2 Timothy 2: 3.  

2) When God calls us to himself, he also calls us from the world.  

a) No longer a part of this world.  

b) We are in the world, but not of the world. Hebrews 12: 1-3 

3) As God did with Abraham, God calls us to leave behind the worldly pressures 

that keep us from being all he wants us to be.  

a) He isolates us so he might influence us.  (Youth Camp) 

b) What are some of the strong influences in this life?  (School teachers, TV) 

4) God has a new land for Abraham, but he must leave the land of the present to 

get the land of the Promise. 

Abraham must leave the known for the unknown 

5) The emphatic tone of Abraham’s life is found in the words “I will show you” 

Genesis 12:1 



a) Theses words define the nature of the Christian’s pilgrimage. 1 Peter 2:11, 

Hebrews 11:13 

b) It is trusting in the midst of mystery. 

6) Every command of God is an echo of the original call. “I will tell you.”  

7) We are not to be at home in Egypt. 

a) Some have trimmed the corners of our convictions so we can “fit in”. 

b) Many churches tolerate and encourage this. 

8) Are we willing to travel under sealed orders? 

a) Can we leave the future to God?  One day at a time. 

b) Can we sign a blank check and let God fill in the rest? 

9) We often pause on the egde of obedience and look across the divide, trying to 

discern the consequences of our obedience in advance. Yes or no? True or false?  

a) What God wants in our life is total surrender. 

b) We cannot walk by faith until we walk away from sight. 

2. A Love to Let God     Genesis 17:1-7 

a. Part of God’s covenant with Abraham was the promise that he would be the father 

of many nations. 

1) Yet after 10 years in Canaan there was no son because Sarah was barren. 

2) In a carnal attempt to fulfill the promise of God, Abraham at Sarah’s suggestion, 

fathered a son by Sarah’s maid, Hagar. 

3) As far as Abraham was concerned, this son, Ishmael, fulfilled the promise. 

The problem was solved and for 14 years Abraham thought Ishmael was the 

promise. 

b. Genesis 17:16-22.  But once again God told Abraham and Sarah that they would 

have the promised son. 

1) Abraham laughed  vs 17 

2) He laughed because he didn’t believe. 

3) Sarah also laughed 

c. Vs. 18.  Abraham pleads with God. “Oh that Ishmael might live before you”. 

1) Abraham, let’s go with a sure thing. 

2) God, do it my way, Ishmael is a symbol of man’s attempt to take matters into his 

own hands. 

a) Ishmael is our version of the will of God. 

b) Ishmael is where the will of God and the scheme of man collide. 

c) And one must go. 

d. Fact: Abraham loved Ishmael. We all have our Ishmaels, and it is painful to let them 

go. 

Isaac cannot come until Ishmael is gone. 

3. A Life to Lose   Paul said “I die daily”  Luke 9:23-26 

a. Losses may be necessary, but some are easier to take than others. 



1) Abraham now faces his greatest loss.  Genesis 22:1-14, Abraham says “Here I 

am” 

b. Genesis 22:1, 2  “Offer him there as a burn offering” 

c. We might understand why Abraham had to leave his country, we understand why 

Ishmael had to go. 

Ishmael was Abraham’s idea, not God’s 

d. Isaac was God’s idea. 

e. If Isaac dies, everything God promised dies with Him. 

f. Yet this was Abraham’s test, but Abraham did not know this was only a test. 

g. Isaac was not meant to die on that mountain, but someone died. 

It wasn’t the ram. Abraham died to Isaac. 

h. In every godly life there is an altar.  Romans 12:1-2 

1) God is to be on the throne of our life. 

2) Isaac must be on the altar. 

i. God’s gifts are gifts of pure grace. 

1) They are not our by right or title. 

2) They are our only by God’s grace. 

j. When we lay our Isaac on the altar, we acknowledge that possession isn’t 

ownership. 

1) We may possess Isaac, but we don’t own him. 

2) God wanted to see if the blessings and promise meant more to Abraham than 

Isaac did. 

3) They did not cloud his view. 

k. The same is true of our health, family, occupation, even our life. 

Possession is not ownership 

l. We grow up by giving up. 

1) Necessary losses do not diminish us they enhance us. 

2) They do not make us poorer, but wealthier 

3) They are not acts of judgement or chastisement, they are acts of love and of 

growth. 

 


