
Baptism 

Matthew 28: 16 -20; Acts 8: 26 -39  

 

Baptism more than any other doctrine has been the subject of controversy through the ages.  

This morning, let me ask you to dismiss all prejudices, family relations, sentiment, and 

traditions and see what “thus sayeth the Lord.” 

The Great Commission of evangelizing the world was given to the local New Testament church, 

and our job is not complete until the convert is baptized. The burden rests upon the church to 

teach the doctrine of baptism, then the burden rests upon the convert to be obedient to God's 

command.   

 

I. Baptism, What is it?  

1. It's sad, we must ask what is it?  

2. Some churches would answer:  

a. Baptism is a sprinkling.  

b. Baptism is a confirmation of something spiritual that has taken place.  

c. Never is sprinkling or pouring found in the Bible.  

3. The Greek word baptize means: (literal meaning also a figurative meaning) 

a. to put under  

b. to dip, plunge, to immerse  

4. Thus, true water baptism is always immersion in water.  (Never sprinkling nor 

pouring) 

5. True Bible baptism is also called a planting and a burial. Romans 6: 4 -6;  

Colossians 2: 12  

a. All the candidates are spoken of as going down into the water and coming up 

out of the water.  

1. Our Lord. Matthew 3: 13 -17  

2. Phillip and the Ethiopian. Acts 8: 38 -39 

6. Christian baptism then, is the act of going down under (totally immersed) and 

coming up out of a body of water.  

a. It does not matter what kind of water, nor where it is located.  

b. A swimming pool, a Lake, a Creek or baptistery.  

7. That is the act of baptism, but there's so much more meaning tied with the act.  

 

 

 



II. Baptism, When does it Count?  

1. The act of being baptized itself does not have one ounce of spirituality in it.  

2. Many times, I ask are you a Christian, the answer, I was baptized.  

3. When does it count?  

a. Some are baptized as babies.  

b. Some are baptized for the dead.  

c. Some have been baptized several times by different groups.  

4. Baptism only counts when it is preceded by a public profession of a person who 

has placed their faith on and in the shed blood of Jesus on the cross of Calvary.  

a. In other words, a person must be saved before baptism.  

b. Acts 8: 36 -37; Acts 2: 41  

5. The whole picture of water baptism shows Salvation must precede baptism.  

a. Romans 6: 4 -6, the mechanics of baptism shows a death, burial, and 

resurrection.  

b. Colossians 3: 3, for your dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  

6. The Bible makes it very plain and clear that water baptism has nothing to do in 

saving your soul.  

• Only by the shed blood of Christ can your sins be forgiven. 

a. if water was essential for Salvation, Paul would have baptized more. 1 

Corinthians 1 :14 -18; Ephesians 1: 7, Colossians 1: 20, 1 Peter 1: 18; 1 

John 1: 7  

7. What is Bible baptism? Immersion in water. When does it count? Only following 

a profession of faith in Jesus as your Lord and Savior.   

 

III. Baptism, Why Should I Do It? 

1. If I am saved, going to heaven when I die, why should I, or what good does it do 

me to be baptized?  

2. Why? because it is a command of God. Why? Because you want to be obedient 

to God's command. The first step to obedience. John 14: 15; Luke 6: 46.  

3. In the New Testament, as soon as a person was saved, he was baptized.  

a. Acts 2: 41 Paul, Acts 9:18; 8:12; 16:14,33; 18:8. 

4. Why? It means following Christ. Example: 1 Peter 2: 21  

a. identification with Christ. (Wedding ring) 

5. Why? It gives us a good conscience toward God. 1 Peter 3: 21  

6. Why? It is the only means to become a part of the body of Christ. The local 

church. Ephesians 1: 22 -23; Acts 2: 41  

a. 1 Corinthians 12: 13 the body of Christ - the church  

b. At the marriage of the lamb, the church is the bride of Christ.  

 

 

 



IV. Baptism, Why Not?  

1. If you have never been saved, why not?  

2. If you have trusted Christ as Lord and Savior, why not follow him in believer’s 

baptism?  

a. Fear, of People - Jesus hung on a cross for you. Matthew 10: 32 -33; Romans 

10: 9 -13.   


