
Backsliding 

Jeremiah 2:19-22 

 

I want to speak to you tonight on, the subject of backsliding. I know this seems strange to 

preach this currently…. 

1. Our attendance has never been better. 

2. God is still meeting our financial needs. 

3. Everything seems to be going just fine. 

4. I believe at times like these it is easier to backslide than any other time. 

5. When things are bad…we must trust, depend upon God. 

There is probably no greater sin and hurt that comes to God’s work than backsliding, and to be 

honest, this is probably the most common sin in churches all over the world today. 

It was a problem in Jeremiah’s day, and it is a problem today. 

One of the hardest things to get a Christian to do is to recognize that he is in a backslidden 

condition. Let me ask how many of you here tonight is backslidden? Have you ever been?  If we 

need to, let’s face it like men. 

1. What is a Backslider? 

 

a. A backslider is a saved person who falls into sin.  James 4:17 

b. One who has left their first love.  Revelation 2:4 

c. One who has turned from God with their heart.  1 Kings 11:6-9 

1) It is a heart condition.  Proverbs 14:14. Jeremiah 3:10 

2) Always fall inward before outward.  

d. The Bible is filled with examples of backsliders. 

• Noah after the flood.  Genesis 9:20-28 

• Abraham in Egypt turned to the world.  Genesis 12:10 

• David and Bathsheba, lust led to other sins. 

• Samson with Delilah took holy things lightly. 

• Peter with the wrong crowd, denying Christ. 

• What should this tell us. Now matter how greatly used of God, you can still 

backslide. 

1) Wine, women, wealth; beware, if your heart seeks after these things. 

e. Backsliding is gradual in occurrence. It does not happen all at once, but there are 

many symptoms. 

1) Will not examine self in God’s light 

2) Trifle with sin and temptations. Jeremiah 7:8-11 



3) No longer strict, afraid of being deemed fanatic. 

4) Neglect God’s word, prayer, some of the services…. 

5) Longing for worldly things instead of spiritual. 

 

2. Why Do People Backslide? 

Jeremiah 8:5-6.  The Old Adamic Nature. God did not fix me where I could not sin but 

fixed me where I could not enjoy it. 

 

a. Because of our carnal nature…. Romans 7:14-25 

b. Because of Satan our enemy……1 Peter 5:8 

c. Mainly because we do not walk in the spirit…. Galatians 5:16 

Not submitted to the Lordship of Christ. Jesus is the boss. Romans 8:14-19 

 

3. The Price a Man Pays for Backsliding.    Galatians 6:7-8 

 

a. Sin will find you out…. Numbers 32:23 

b. The backslider will be chastened of God…Jeremiah 2:19; Hebrews 12:5-6; Isaiah 

59:1-2 

c. Example of a man who backslid in his financial dealings with God…Acts 5:1-11    This 

is the first-place backsliding shows up. 

d. The price of friends and loved ones in Hell because of our testimony and lack of 

effort to see them saved. 

e. The greatest sorrow of all….2 Corinthians 5:10 

 

4. Now, what is the Cure for the Backslider? 

a. Know first that God never forgets or forsakes us…. Jeremiah 2:2, 11-13; Psalm 89:30-

34; Luke 15:18-24 

b. Confess and forsake your sins to Him.  Proverbs 28:13 

c. Acknowledge your sins.  Jeremiah 3:13 

d. Realize that only God can cleanse your sins.  1 John 1:9 

e. Be honest with yourself and with God tonight. Test yourself by this simple rule. 

1) Was there ever a time when you were nearer to God than now? 

2) Was there ever a time when you read your bible more? 

3) Was there ever a time when you prayed more? 

4) Was there ever a time when you had a better testimony. You were a better 

witness? 

5) Was there ever a time when you were more faithful? 

f. It may be that like Samson you have begun to drift and haven’t noticed it yet.  

Judges 16:20 

                   I’ve wandered far away from God, now I’m coming home. 


