
Assurance for 1994 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 

 
As we face a New Year, there are many feelings, emotions, moods and attitudes we may 

have. For some it may be a feeling of fear. 

 

1. Fear of uncertain finances. 

2. Fear of loneliness, loss of loved ones or family growing up and leaving the house. 

3. Because of where you are today in life situations and past experiences, some have 

given up…. you feel defeated and no hope, what’s the use of trying. 

4. Would it not be great to begin this new year with confidence and assurance that 

everything, every situation is going to be all right. 

5. Let’s read of a great man of God who had full assurance. 

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 

 

Paul in these verses is looking three ways 

 

o Downward – to the grave 

o Backward – to his own ministry 

o Forward – to that great day of being with the Lord 

 

1. Happy is the man who can look where Paul looked, and speak as Paul spoke. 

2. He looks Downward…to the grave  

a. And he does without fear. Ready to be offered. Like an animal brought to the 

place of sacrifice.  

b. The time of my departure is at hand. Like a ship about to be put to sea. I am 

about to set sail and begin my voyage. 

c. Death is a solemn thing and so much so as when we see it close at hand. 

1) The grave is a chilling, heart-sickening place and it is vain to pretend it 

has no terrors. 

2) Yet here is a man who can say, while he stands upon the brink…” I see it 

all and am not afraid.” 

3. He looks backward to his ministry, and he does so without shame. 

a. “I have fought a good fight” Here he speaks as a soldier. There is a fight with 

the world, the flesh and the Devil. 

b. “I have finished my course” Here he speaks as one who has run for a prize. 

1) I have run the race marked out for me. 

2) I have gone over the ground appointed for me, however rough and steep. 



3) I have not turned aside because of difficulties. 

4) I have not been discouraged by the length of the way 

c. “I have kept the faith” Here he speaks as a steward. 

1) I have held fast the Gospel which was committed to my trust. 

2) I have not mingled it with man’s traditions, nor allowed it to be 

adulterated or water down. 

d. So, Paul, as a soldier, a runner, and as a steward can say “I am not ashamed.” 

4. Then he looks forward to the great day of reckoning and he does without doubt. 

Vs. 8 

 

Now three thoughts about assurance for 1994.  

Paul was sure of at least these three things. 

 

I. Assurance of Salvation 

He knew he was saved. Does the bible really teach “I can be saved and know it?”  

1. Salvation is not in a feeling, but rests upon the facts of God’s Word. 

Bible men know it: 

a. Ask Job - Job 19:25-29 

b. Ask Paul - Romans 8:38-39, 2 Corinthians 5:1,6 

c. Ask Timothy - 2 Timothy 1:12 

d. Ask Peter - 2 Peter 1:10 

e. Ask John - 1 John 5:13  

2. Salvation is not a matter of your sin level.  

a. No place in the Bible can we find where we are saved or lost because of our 

behavior.  

1) Paul was saved.  1 Timothy 1:15 

2) A group of “good doers” were not saved.  Matthew 7:21,  

b. Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 6:23, Titus 3:5 

3. Our assurance of salvation does not depend upon us. But upon God and His 

Word.  

a. First, he said, salvation is a gift. We can’t earn it, buy it, merit it, It’s just a 

gift. 

b. 1 Peter 1:5, Colossians 3:3-4, Ephesians 1:13 

4. So, you can have assurance in 1994, by knowing you are saved.  

 

II. Paul had Assurance through Service. 

I know there is a crown waiting for me. 

1 Corinthians 9:19-27 Danger of service not being effective 

1. The bible lists 5 crowns 

a. The Incorruptible Crown, given to those who master the old nature. 1 

Corinthians 9:25-27 



b. Crown of Rejoicing, given to the soulwinners.  Prov 11:30, 1 Thess. 2:19-20   

c. Crown of Life, given to those who successfully endure temptation. James 1:2-

12, Revelation 2:10 

d. Crown of Righteousness, given to those who love the doctrine of the 2nd 

coming of Jesus. 2 Timothy 4:8 

e. Crown of Glory, given to the faithful preachers and teachers. 1 Peter 5:2-4, 2 

Timothy 4:1-2, Acts 20:26-28 

Does it really matter “what you do with your life?”  IF so: 

2. How can I have assurance, how can I know my life is pleasing unto Him? 

a. First, and most important, know that God only works through the local New 

Testament church. 

b. God has always had a plan for His people, he does not work haphazardly. 

c. Today, it is the church, God uses.  

3. Do what you can, no small work for Jesus. Mark 14:1-6, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  

Listen as God leads you. 

4. Be faithful in what you do. 

a. Well done thou good and faithful. Matthew 25:21 

b.  1 Corinthians 4:2, 2 Timothy 2:2 

5. In attendance, in giving and in living 

 

What is the formula for having my needs met this coming year? 

 

1. Recognize God as the source of all and put him first in everything. Matthew 

6:33 

2. Realize God will never leave thee nor forsake thee. Hebrews 13:5-6 

3. Rely on God’s strength to provide.  Isaiah 40:28-31 


