
Anniversaries…. What Do They Mean? 
Genesis 2:23-24…. Ephesians 5:21-33…. vs. 31 

 
Anniversaries have a special meaning in the Bible. Over and over the word of God 

“remember” the special days and events that have happened in your life.  

 

1. Exodus 12:14, Deuteronomy 16:3, Remember the Passover. 

2. Exodus 20: 8, Deuteronomy 5:15, Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 

3. Deuteronomy 7: 18, 8: 2, 18, and we could go on and on with events and dates got 

his told us to remember.  

4. Now, why would God tell us to “remember”. 

a.  Perhaps to remind us of what we were before God worked on our behalf.  

b. Could be to encourage us in the future, with the past blessings. Mark 8: 17 - 19, 

remember the lesson of the loaves.  

c. Not only is it a time of remembering, but also a time of recommitting ourselves 

to the cause of Christ.  

5. Now I want us to turn our thoughts to our wedding anniversary. And this thought… 

what does anniversary mean?  

Now please understand, this message is in no way intended to condemn or 

criticize, but to help and encourage.  

6. I would be the 1st to recognize there are a lot of marriages that never see one 

anniversary.  

 

I. First, there are some “basic guidelines” that will help you to have many happy 

anniversaries.  

1. There are 4 key words that, put into practice, will help any marriage.  

Genesis 2:24-25, Ephesians 5:21-33 

2. Leave……Both… 

a. Your parents, their provision and their protection.  

b. Your past, forget it, to the point that it no longer matters.  

c. Anything in the present that would affect your wellbeing. 

3. Cleave…. Both…. 

a. to God ... This is the binding force that will hold your marriage together when 

all else fails.  

b. To one another... When your friends desert you and your children leave you, 

and your strength fails you, then it is the time that you'll desperately need 

each other.  

 

 

 



4. Love…. Husband…. Ephesians 5:25 

a. As Christ loved the church and died for it.  

b. As you love yourself ... Ephesians 5: 28, 29.  

1) Nourish, means to rear up to maturity through feeding and teaching.  

2) Cherish, means to soften by warmth, used to describe a hen hatching 

chicks.  

3) Treat her as you want to be treated. 2 Corinthians 9: Luke 6: 38.  

5. Reverence…. Wife…. Ephesians 5:22,24,33 

a. Submission, subjection, to the position, not necessarily the person.  

b. It means a willingness to follow and obey out of love.  

6. Anniversary's, what do they mean? The following must be true: 

Maybe not a 100 percent but much of it must be…… 

 

II. Anniversary's mean there has been an honoring of commitments.  

1. If you were married by a man of God, his ceremony was something like this:  

a. First, I must tell you the difference between a justice of the peace marriage 

and one performed by a man of God.  

b. Read wedding vows, it is both husband and wife promising and pledging their 

love, their loyalty to one another till death do them part.  

2. An old painter friend of mine, Sam Logan, made the statement I have always 

been true to my wife. 

Which of us have not had the opportunity to be untrue to our mate?  

3. Let me ask, why do so many couples fail to honor their wedding vows? The 

commitments they made to each other is for life.  

4. I feel the #1 reason based on the approval drive every one needs and wants to 

be approved of…. (even the dog) 

a. Approval comes through kindness... Compliments.  

1) You look nice today Mr. Jones.  

2) The reason there are so many bar room buddies, there is approval.  

3) The reason so many wives are unfaithful, someone will listen to them, 

talk to them.  

b. What do anniversary's mean? There must have been honoring of 

commitments.  

III. It also means there has been an acceptance of your companion.  

1. God is made each of us with the personality he wanted. Matthew 6: 25 - 34.  

When you don’t accept yourself or your mate, you are accusing God of poor 

workmanship. 

2. In the film series by Joyce Landorf, she made the statement, “God made him to 

be a door checker.” 

 

3. Bro. Ingram said, “Learn to accept those little things.” 



And it usually the little things that disturb us, bug us. 

4. Not only accept, but also protect each other in their weak areas, (where their 

goat is tied) 

5. Not only accept, protect, but also support them in the things they do. Ephesians 

4:1-3 

a. I have made several decisions in my life, and not all of them have been wise 

ones, or the best ones. 

b. I used to change jobs every three months. Many times, for less pay. 

c. Called to preach, off to Bible School.  $1.25 an hour 

d. My wife has made many sacrifices and has never complained. She has never 

critized me. She has always supported me.                                                                

Many times, that and that alone has been the deciding factor that made it 

work for me. 

6. Honoring of commitments. Acceptance of your companion. 

 

IV. It means there has been some honest, open communication.  

1. There's no way not to communicate.  

Even in silence you are saying something.  

2. Many have false or unpure motives in saying and doing with their mate. 

Ephesians 4:23-32. 

3. Most of us know when our communication lines begin to breakdown.  There is: 

a. A moodiness, silent treatment, criticism, threats, and sarcasm. 

b. There is put downs in public or private, lack of interest, and physical abuse. 

4. Let me share with you eight rules for communication in the Christian marriage 

and home. 

a. Be willing to change…. Ephesians 4:23,24, 2 Corinthians 5:17 

b. Be honest…. Ephesians 4:25, If you are not honest you only hurt yourself, 

don’t lie to each other. 

c. Don’t hold grudges…Ephesians 4:26,27…This is the usual way we do things, 

attacking the person, and not the problem. 

d. Be a contributor…by working at the problem not stealing the befits of the 

marriage. 

e. Watch what you say…Ephesians 4:29, self-control…Galatians 5:22, Be 

positive, not nag-ative…let what you say build up, not tear down…support 

not undermine…bless not hurt. 

f. Live as a Christian…. communicate to your marriage and home what Jesus 

would do…It does not matter how you live…what you are at home is what 

you really are. 

g. Stop somethings…. Ephesians 4:31…what you are to stop is meanness, bad 

temper, anger, these are a total contradiction of the message, method, and 

ministry of the Christian faith. 



h. Start something…Ephesians 4:32…being kind. tender-hearted. 

Forgiving…doing for others in your marriage and home just what God has 

done for you. 

5. Let me give you 3 vital words for your marriage and home… (need to be said 

often) Can you recall the last time you heard these words in your home? 

a. “I was wrong” 

b. “I am sorry” 

c. Please forgive me” 

6. Anniversaries do mean somethings, honoring of commitments, acceptance of 

companions, honest communication. 

7. Let me close with a word of caution. There is a danger that comes with each 

anniversary. 

a. The danger of taking each other for granted, assuming there will always be 

one more. 

b. Couple been married for over 35 years, his words were, she appreciates the 

things I do. 

                            

 

 

 

 

 


