
Afterwards 

 
Genesis 25:27-34, Hebrews 12:14-17 

 
In Genesis we read an instance in the life of Jacob and Esau…. Then in Hebrews we see 

the spiritual application of the instance for our lives… 

 

Genesis 25:27…. The story 

Hebrews 12:14…. The application 

 

Every now and then we see “Things” advertised with a lifetime guarantee…guaranteed 

forever…. 

 

There's usually some catch or way to get out of the guarantee. Nevertheless, it sounds 

pretty good…. guaranteed. 

And when you stop and think about it there are a lot of things, we wish were 

guaranteed forever...  

1. Health  

2. Youth 

3. Life 

There are few things in this life that are guaranteed forever. 

Most of the things of this life are very fragile…handle with care. 

Perhaps one of the greatest dangers and mistakes in our daily living is to take for 

granted certain things. 

We would not really say they are guaranteed forever. Yet carelessness we live as though 

things are guaranteed forever.  

None of us here would be so bold to say, my health is guaranteed forever. I will always 

have good health, by our carelessness and neglect. 

We treat time and opportunity the same way, as if they were guaranteed forever.  

One of the greatest sins we ever commit is in procrastination, putting off the things we 

know we ought to do.  

Another thing that is not guaranteed forever is spiritual opportunities, and blessings. 

Live carelessly, in differently, and then neglect.  



That is what Hebrews 12 is all about, don't take the grace of God for granted. Don't take 

the blessings of God for granted.  

If we do, it is possible for us to fall short of what God wants us to be. We will lose all the 

blessings God wanted to pour out on us.  

God uses, by way of illustration, a man by the name of Esau. He took the blessings of 

God for granted. He thought his blessings were guaranteed forever.  

No matter how indifferent, no matter how neglectful, no matter how careless, he 

thought he could always pick up right where he left off.  

So, we ask ourselves to examine this man, Esau. Less we become like him. A man who 

thought the blessings and the birthright was guaranteed forever.  

He lost it and missed the whole purpose God had for his life.  

Esau is a man illustrating to us the possibility of selling the birthright.  

I. What is the birthright? Deuteronomy 21: 17  

1. Custom of the day, the first born, the elder son, had the birthright.  

a. The birthright was simply a double portion of the inheritance. Twice as 

much as any other member of the family.  

b. He would become the head of the family. He would become the priest of 

the family.  

2. It would bless him the rest of his life and ensure his future. It would make 

him one of the richest men of his country. 

3. It was a material and physical blessing that would propel him to the forefront 

of his peers, stand above all the rest. 

4. Esau made the mistake of thinking it was guaranteed forever and he sold it, 

and later tried to reclaim it. He discovered that is was too late. 

 

II. It is possible for Christians to sell their birthright. 

1. I am not talking about losing your salvation. 

a. Esau was still a son of Isaac, still a member of the household. He did not 

forfeit his sonship. 

b. Rather he forfeited the privileges and blessings that came with his birth 

right. 

 

 

 

 



2. The Bible makes it very clear, when we are saved, we inherit something from 

God. We do have certain birthrights. We have certain things that come with 

being saved.  

a. PRAYER     I can touch the throne of grace. John 14:13-15, Hebrews 4:16 

b. My ability to fellowship with God and feel His presence. 

c. Peace of God    No matter what the war that may be going on the 

outside. 

3. The Bible makes it very clear a Christian can forfeit or sell his birthright, but 

not lose his salvation. 

a. Not living with the blessing God intended for him. 

b. Lost the blessing they had coming to them. 

4. Israel is a good example, still God's people, but not living with the blessing of 

God.  

Perhaps they thought they were guaranteed forever.  

5. Moses, after all his accomplishments, sold his birthright, and never entered 

the promised land.  

One moment of weakness, lost his temper, he disobeyed God, and God said, 

“You will not enter in!” 

6. Samson was a man that had tremendous birthrights. 

Strength, power of God, but he sold his birthright and died a failure. 

7. Paul lived in the awareness that he could sell his birthright.                                 

1 Corinthians 9: 27  

Can you imagine how that might have been, to have known the power of 

God, then not be used of God.  

8. Let me ask you, was there a time when you: 

a. Could pray, but now you can't. 

b. Lived in the awareness of the presence of God, and now you don't.  

c. Knew what it meant to have the peace of God that passes all 

understanding, now you don't.  

 

III. Now, what kind of person sells his birthright? 

1. The writer of Hebrews describes him as a profane person.  

2. When you and I think of a profane person, we think of someone who curses, 

but this does not mean that.  

3. Very important to understand what the word profane means.  

It speaks of Esau's character, in the character of any person who would sell 

their birthright.  

4. Profane is made up of two words. 

a. Pro - means before 

b. Fain – means the sacred encloser of the temple.                



5. The Old Testament tells us that the temple area had a sacred encloser, and 

only certain people could go into that place. 

That was a place dedicated to God, sanctified to God. The sacred encloser, 

the holy of holies. 

6. But in front of the Fain, before the sacred encloser, there was a wide area, 

that was not sacred, but rather it was secular, and anybody could walk in 

there. 

a. a gentile, a dog, a defiled person could 

b. anybody had free access to that area in front of the temple 

7. But the sacred encloser, nobody could walk into, except that man who was in 

touch with God. 

8. Now, Hebrews says Esau was a profane person. 

a. That means Esau was a totally secular man. 

b. In Esau, there was no holy of holies 

c. In Esau, life there was no sacred encloser. 

9. There was no part of Esau’s life but what everyone could walk into it, could 

touch it. 

a. He had no secret life. 

b. No part of him belonged only to God. 

10. Esau’s life was like the sign we see in some stores….” Will sell anything, Make 

an offer.” 

a. For sale to the highest bidder 

b. No posted sign anywhere…. KEEP OUT 

11. Therefore, some people can’t make it to church every Sunday…no sacred 

encloser. 

12. They say….” Make me an offer.” 

a. It rained…pretty good offer…. stay home 

b. Let’s go hunting or fishing…. good offer 

c. Labor Day weekend…. good offer 

d. Nothing sacred about my time…. make me an offer and I will go…. forget 

church…forget God. 

13. Thank God not all are like that. 

a. No matter what the offer, you are going to be in church. 

b. Sandra’s Moose Hunt…. not hard for me to decide. 

14. Esau despised his birthright.    Genesis 25:34 

He took it lightly, did not take it seriously. 

15. What does this birthright profit me?   Vs. 32 

a. Many of you compromise. 

b. I am about to lose my popularity, my business, this friend, about to miss 

out on a good time. 

 



 

IV. Notice the price the birthright sold for.  Hebrews 12:16 

1. One morsel of meat 

a. Here is a man who held in his hand a birthright 

b. That would make him a very wealthy man. 

1) Very respectable 

2) A leader 

c. Sold it all for one morsel of meat. 

That is the only price the devil pays 

2. What was he really selling for…? the present for the future. 

a. Eternal blessing for physical gratification 

b. All for a moment of satisfaction, NOW. 

c. Look at Samson, that is the way it always happens. 

3. If you have sold your birthright 

a. I know what you sold it for, one morsel of meat. 

V. Last, notice the receipt the Devil always gives in selling your birthright. 

1. One word tells the whole story…AFTERWARDS.  Hebrews 12:17 

2. Friend, there is always an afterwards… 

If there were no afterwards, you might look at Esau and say, “Perhaps, he 

made a good deal.” 

3. You may look lightly at your birthright, not take it seriously, sell it, but my 

friend there is always an afterwards in your life. 

 

 

  

 

   

 


