
Absenteeism 

 

John 20:19-31 

 

Here in this great chapter of the Bible, we have recorded for us the appearance of Jesus Christ 

just after His resurrection. 

In fact, here in this chapter, we find our resurrected Lord appearing to 3 people, and by way of 

introduction, let’s notice their reactions. 

➢ Mary Magdalene – First appearance was to Mary who reacted in Love! Her heart was 

shattered that the Lord had been crucified and buried. He meant so much to her that no 

matter what the cost she was standing outside of His tomb, weeping. The first person 

that Christ appeared to, was a woman who was a simple sinner. That ought to give great 

encouragement to us. 

➢ 10 Disciples – They were meeting together in the upper room, probably in the same 

room where they met for the Lord’s supper.  John 13, Luke 16.  He came through the 

locked doors. They were meeting there because of fear.  The 2nd reaction was that of 

Fear. Frightened to death that the same forces that came upon Christ would come upon 

them. 

➢ Thomas – Thomas was an absentee at the meeting. He was not there, the most 

important night of his life when Jesus appeared to His disciples. 

He was absent, and when they told him that Jesus was there…He would not believe it. 

We call his reaction, the reaction of Doubt. 

The body of this message will build around the dangers and high cost of being absent. 

The church is a family. In a family, much of our time is spent on loving them, caring for them, 

directing and channeling them, but there is a certain amount of time spent in encouraging them 

to do right. If we don’t, who will? If not your pastor, who? 

Today, I want to encourage you and the people of God to be faithful, in your place as you serve 

the Lord. 

This is a simple message. Easy to understand. 

Absenteeism and what it cost. 

John 20:24-31 

 



*Absenteeism is a major problem. It’s a problem in: 

✓ Industry          costs businesses thousands of dollars each year 

✓ Office              loss of efficiency     

✓ School            get behind in classes and so hard to get caught up 

✓ Church           miss out on meeting with God 

 

 

       I am not talking about becoming a member of the church, but I am talking about those who 

ought to be present every time we open the doors. 

Those who are considered an active part of the church. 

If we are a body, and we are, and we are at war, and we are, we need each other. 

No wonder church accomplishes so little, so few are together in one place. Acts 2:1. 

If we are going out to battle to face the enemy, then we need all the parts of the body 

functioning at their highest capacity. 

It is a tremendous problem to the church, but the thrust of my message is this…I think it’s a 

great problem to the one who is absent! 

Was it a concern, a hinderance, a problem to the 10 gathered together that cold, dark night 

without Christ? Sure! 

But the one who really missed out was Thomas. The problems that it created in his own 

Christian life were far greater for him than it was for the other 10. 

Thomas was absent on the most important night and moment of his life. 

1. The absolute importance of the church in your life. 

Jesus Christ said, Matthew 10:16: “Upon this Rock” 

I realize there are thousands of churches in the world, but I am preaching in this one. 

a. This church is built by Jesus 

▪ He built it Himself 

▪ He built it to last (the gates of hell will not prevail against it) 

▪ His church 

b. How much does Jesus think about the church?  Ephesians 5:25 

His attitude towards this church, is a death attitude. He loved it so much he gave 

himself for it. 

c. It is of absolute importance that we who are the people of God be faithful in 

attendance.  Hebrews 10:25 

As we see the difficulties of the last days, we ought to be more aware of the 

importance of attending church. 



2. Why Thomas Missed 

a. A service when a representative group of believers were gathered. 

b. Why did he miss? We are not exactly sure, but when we study the life of Thomas, we 

find 3 things that make sense. 

1) Pilate wasn’t there, Caiaphas wasn’t there, the soldiers that nailed Jesus to the 

cross weren’t there. They weren’t expected to be there. Why was Thomas 

expected to be there? 

2) He was a believer. 

3) He’s one of the disciples 

4)  He should have been there. 

c. 2 reasons why he didn’t show up. 

1) He didn’t expect the Lord to be there. 

a) Christ had been crucified and buried. 

2) Thomas was deep in his own depression and failure. 

a) He was negative 

b) He was discouraged 

3. What Thomas missed 

a. He missed the presence of the Lord. Vs. 25 

b. He missed the fellowship with other believers. Vs. 24 

c. He missed joy and peace.  John 21:19 

d. He missed the Lord’s commission. Vs. 21 

e. He missed faith. 

 

 

 


